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Bellamy Middle School Career & College Spotlight





SPOTLIGHT ON:  Mr. Francis          by:  Maronel Torres


 





As I begin this monthly spotlight newsletter, I decided the best way to start would be to interview the leader of our school, Principal Francis. . . . And then I had a better idea:  I would have a student interview Mr. Francis!  I believe this is a unique way for the students to get to “know” him better.  So I thought about all the students I knew and then suddenly Maronel Torres popped his head in and said “Hi Mrs. Wodecki” and so he became lucky interviewer #1.  On Wednesday, October 22, Maronel had the opportunity to speak with Mr. Francis to ask him a variety of different questions and here is what was said.  








Mr. Matt Francis was born and raised along with his four sisters in Stow, Ohio (which is near Akron ~ so for you basketball fans, think Lebron James).  As a student, academically he was a success; consistently earning straight A’s, which was a good thing, considering his behavior was not always acceptable!  Mr. Francis admitted to being somewhat of a troublemaker, even having to “meet” several different principals throughout his grade school years for discipline issues.  However because his grades were good, he was often given another chance.  By the tenth grade, Mr. Francis finally decided to become a more serious student and began planning his future career goal as an AERONAUTICAL ENGINEER (look it up if you want to know what it is)! It was at John Carroll University that he began his journey to becoming an engineer; until sophomore year when he was sidelined with a football injury.  This is when his path changed; it led him to take a job as a “lunch mother” at the neighborhood school where his sister was working.  It was here where he found his end goal was changing; he no longer wanted to become an engineer, it was all about education!  Upon graduating from college, Mr. Francis had a few different teaching jobs in other states before accepting a teaching job here at Bellamy.  Eventually he worked his way to a Vice Principal position and now he has been Bellamy’s fearless leader for almost ten years.  In his spare time, Mr. Francis loves to spend time with his family and they keep him very busy!  He loves football, baseball, riding his motorcycle and is an avid Ohio State Buckeyes fan!  


         


  ~ “You’re Gonna Make Mistakes, Learn From Them. . . 


          		      But Always Keep You’re End Goal in Sight. ~  Advice from Mr. Francis

















RAPID FIRE WITH… MR. HOLT





Favorite Food:  Tacos





Favorite Sports Team:  Bruins





Least Favorite Chore:


Making lunches for the kids….





Favorite Musical Band:


The Rolling Stones





What was your 1st job?:


Mowing lawns





What did you want to be when you were growing up?:  Pro Athlete





If you weren’t in your current job, what would you be doing?:  Human Resources





What’s the ONE item you CAN NOT live without?:  My watch & my wallet





If you won a million $$$ would you keep working or retire?  Why/Why not?:  I would retire and buy an Island!!
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WHO I AM & 


WHY I’M HERE!





My name Sarah Wodecki and I have worked for Chicopee Public Schools since 2007.  I started at Lambert-Lavoie Elementary and I came to Bellamy in 2011 as a paraprofessional.  This year I have taken on a different role as a College & Career Readiness Assistant; and my goal is to develop a program that will bring awareness to our students that will allow them to understand the importance of planning for the future no matter what path they hope to take.  I will be introducing our 7th grade students to Career Cruising, as well as continuing to develop portfolios for our 8th graders.  I am also hoping to begin “Profession Sessions” during the lunch periods, as well as creating an after-school program in January called the “CAREER ACADEMY”.  Lastly, I am hoping to continue this CAREER SPOTLIGHT Newsletter on a monthly basis.  In it I will highlight specific careers & colleges!!  Feel free to come see me in guidance if you would like to offer any suggestions!!   


 


 ~ I Hope You Enjoy It! ~  

















COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT:





John Carroll University


is a private, coeducational, Jesuit Catholic university providing programs of study in the liberal arts, sciences, and business at the undergraduate level and in selected areas at the master’s level.





It is a place of intellectual honesty, pluralism and mutual respect. A Jesuit education encourages students to acquire a liberal, diverse and encompassing education. Excellence and mastery in their chosen field are balanced with an extensive historical and cultural education.





Hanging out with friends, late night discussions, rolling out of bed to get to class, jumping into a pick-up basketball game…these are just a few examples of the benefits of living on campus.








Distinctions





~ Top 5 in “Strong Commitment to Undergraduate Teaching,” U.S. News and World Report 2015 “Best Colleges” edition.





~ Top 10 in “Great Schools, Great Prices” category, U.S. News and World Report 2015 “Best Colleges” edition.





~ Recognized among the top 20 institutions in the country for our commitment to service learning, U.S. News and World Report 2015 “Best Colleges” edition.











BUSINESS NAME


123 Fake Street, City, ST 12345
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